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D4L
The Dictionary 4 Life

The Dictionary 4 Life is a British-English dictionary and is a project in association with the Rotary Club of Tower 
Hamlets District 1130 www.towerhamletsrotary.org.uk and www.dictionary4life.com, with Rotary International in 

Great Britain & Ireland www.rotary-ribi.org and Usborne Publishing Ltd www.usborne.com

Literacy is a broad-based issue 
that touches almost every 
aspect of people’s lives. It is 
key to personal development 
and economic opportunity, and 
a major factor in the ability to 
participate as full and active 
citizens in society. Literacy is 
everyone’s business. The United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) has drafted the 
following definition: “Literacy 
is the ability to identify, 
understand, interpret, create, 
communicate, compute and use 
printed and written materials 
associated with varying contexts. 
Literacy involves a continuum of 
learning to enable an individual 
to achieve his or her goals, to 
develop his or her knowledge 
and potential, and to participate 
fully in the wider society.” 
There are powerful connections 
between low literacy, poverty 
and poor health.

Life is a Journey - 
Literate Adults Travel 

that Journey with 
Greater Confidence

• A Rotary International
 emphasis  is to help with world
 literacy
• 20% of the 6 billion world
 population is illiterate
• In Britain 20% of 16 to 65
 year olds have literacy levels
 below an average 11
 years old literacy level.
• 5.2million adults in the UK
 are functionally illiterate

Linguistic Diversity
• In England at least 702,000
 children speak at least 300
 languages
• In Scotland at least 11000
 children speak at least 104
 languages
• In Wales at least 8000
 children speak at least 98
 languages
• In Ireland over 107
 languages are in use
Why donate a
Dictionary to a Child?
• Help develop vocabulary
 and better language
 understanding
• Help all children develop
 stronger self esteem
• Encourage familiarity
 with books and give “Pride of
 ownership”
• Promote Rotary values
 to the child, the family, the
 community, the world

The 7 Rotary Key Dates
• February is World Understanding month
 Do an International Literacy project

• March is International Literacy Month
 UNESCO World Book Day is in March

• May is the delivery month for the 
 Dictionary 4 Life

• July 1st is the start of the new Rotary year

• September is New Generations’ month
 Celebrate with a youth Literacy project

• October is Vocational Service month
 Celebrate with a local Literacy project

• December 31st is the deadline for 
 Dictionary 4 Life orders

The 7 Essentials
• Club decides to do the project and agrees
 a provisional budget

• Club visits local Primary schools with a
 sample to elicit interest

• Club orders and pays for dictionaries
 before the end of December

• Club prepares club sticker insert and
 perhaps insert Rotary information letter

• Club receives dictionaries’ delivery in
 mid/late May

• Club arranges school presentation and
 agreed PR

• Club follows up with thank you letters etc

Sampler
This sampler gives very good indications of 
the Dictionary 4 Life content.

www.dictionary4life.com

The Hows & Whys
Who is the project aimed at?
The Dictionary 4 Life is aimed principally – but not solely 
- at Year 6 Primary School leavers as a leaving gift or a 
“rite of passage” to Secondary education.

How will it Benefit a Child?
By using dictionaries efficiently children explore 
spellings, meanings and derivations for example by using 
alphabetical order, abbreviations and definitions with 
understanding. 
One of the most positive aspects of being able to use 
a dictionary is that it helps to develop autonomy and 
confidence in the learner – one of the core goals of 
education. It promotes books and the printed word. It will 
be a valued “possession” for the child. It will enable both 
first and second language users to extend and improve the 
accuracy of their vocabulary. It should help children with 
their homework in secondary education. In some homes it 
may be a reference work for all the family.

What is the Dictionary 4 Life?
The Usborne Illustrated Dictionary 4 Life comprises 1,000 
illustrations, 10,000 entries and 20,000 definitions printed 
in full colour on this leaflet grade paper from a sustainable 
forest with 288 pages. Dimensions 170mm x 240mm – this 
leaflet size with a robust hardwearing glued and stitched 
binding and a plasticised flapjacket cover. Weight 1.1kg.
It has a user’s guide, parts of speech, writing English 
hints, English Today and a history of our language and 
recommended web sites. It includes the vocabulary of the 
internet age. 
All the “rude” words have been removed from the 
dictionary! 

How does it promote Rotary
and the Rotary Club?
The D4L has a space for the recipient’s name on the inside 
cover in the Rotary information panel. It is a highly visible 
promotion for Rotary and your club by adding a club 
sticker in the space provided. The book will travel with 
the child into Secondary education.

ORDER FORM & COST
The order form is published separately and is either enclosed with this sampler, or available from the District 
Community & Vocational Service Chairman or may be downloaded from www.dictionary4life.com Samplers 
and order forms are held at RIBI and also from PDG Colin Bryant pdgcb@dictionary4life.com

How can you use
it as a club project?
When children leave Primary school 
they are often given a leaving gift. With 
hard pressed school budgets this Rotary 
donated book makes an attractive gift to 
all the leavers from Rotary, a community 
organisation – schools are encouraged 
to interface with their communities. You 
can donate a copy to every leaver at a 
modest cost.

• You can use it as a children’s
 prize for special events. 
• You can sell them at club events
 for children/grandchildren as a
 fundraiser.
• You can use it as an International
 project and donate them to another
 country either as part of a TRF
 Matching Grant project or as
 a smaller personally delivered
 donation.
• It has been used with special
 needs learners in a spectrum
 of Community/Further education
 projects.
• You can keep it on display at
 home as a Rotary taking point
 with guests!

Low Cost
International Edition
Enquire about a low cost, good quality, 
same dimensions, paperback at about 
two thirds of the cost and weight. 
Subject to minimum print numbers 
being met this developing world 
edition will be available to overseas 
clubs and UK and Ireland clubs 
wanting to send to partner clubs. Full 
details on the order form.

How do you carry out 
the project locally?
Simply take a copy into your nearest 
Primary School and show it to the 
headteacher and discuss your offer 
including the presence at and a few 
words from a Rotarian at the leavers’ 
Assembly. No one is likely to say no to 
the offer of such an attractive book!  
Decide on numbers and order by 31 
December for delivery in the following 
May.

ORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com ORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com



Rotary is an organisation of business and professional persons united worldwide who 
provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations and 

help build goodwill and peace in the world. It is the largest humanitarian service 
organisation for professional men and women who want to make a better world, and 
who are dedicated to providing friendly help to local and international communities.
The Dictionary 4 Life is part of a literacy programme reflecting Rotary International 

priorities supported by local Rotary clubs.

This Dictionary 4 Life is proudly presented to

This space is for the donor club to insert a sticker carrying the
Rotary Club message. See the Avery Labels’ website www.avery.co.uk

for free software. Their label Avery J8 - 99.1 x 67.7mm may be appropriate.
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Explanatory Note:
This page in the Dictionary 4 Life is located on the back of the 

front cover and is an encouragement for students to get the 
autographs of their peer group. This may make the recipients 

want to keep the book forever as a functional keepsake.

ORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com ORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com

The Dictionary 4 Life is a project of the Rotary Club of Brixton, Battersea & Clapham,Rotary District 1130
 and www.dictionary4life.com in association with

Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland www.rotary-ribi.org and Usborne
Publishing Ltd www.usborne.com and donated through a local Rotary club.

random extracts of some of the pages from the Rotary edition
 Usborne Illustrated Dictionary. It is the same size as the Dictionary

 on similar quality paper. The cover sheen is replicating the book
 cover which is plasticised durable material. We hope it gives you a

very realistic appreciation of this excellent Dictionary.

 This leaflet is a sampler of the Dictionary 4 Life. If gives full page



ORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com ORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com



ORDER BY 31st DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY   -   www.dictionary4life.comORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com



ORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com ORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com



ORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com ORDER BY 15th DECEMBER - DELIVERY IN MAY/JUNE - dictionary4life.com



THE USBORNE
ILLUSTRATED
DICTIONARY

Editor: Jane Bingham
Assistant editor: Rachel Wardley

Designer: Susie McCaffrey
Assistant designer: Sue Grobecker

Illustrated by Sean Wilkinson, Gerald Wood,  
Nicholas Hewetson, Ian Jackson, Peter Dennis, Michelle Ross

Additional illustrations by Chris Shields, Kuo Kang Chen, Dan Courtney,  
Andrew Beckett, Hans Jenssen, Nick Gibbard, Maurice Pledger,  

David Wright, Chris Lyon, Isabel Bowring, Peter Geissler,  
Aziz Khan, Steven Kirk, Jason Lewis, Peter Goodwin,  

Louise Nixon, Malcolm McGregor, Nicholas Shea

Photography by Mark Mason Studio

Cover design by Stephen Wright and Zöe Wray

Definitions by John McIlwain, Sheila Dignen, 
Jessica Feinstein, Andrew Delahunty

Managing editor: Christopher Rawson

Advisors: Colin Hope, Susan Hitch, George Phillipson, 
Richard Hatton, John Rostron, Margaret Rostron, 

Anne Rooney, Bill Chambers, Anne Millard, Michael Reiss

boomerang

grand piano

snowflake

harvest 
mouse

Rajah 
Brooke's 
birdwing
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robotic 
arm

kumquat

gyroscope

samurai

hurdling
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Short, easy to 
read lines

Pronunciation guides
for tricky words

Wide range of
multi-cultural words

Stunningly 
realistic artwork

Straightforward
definitions using
words that
readers will
understand

Slang and everyday
children’s speech

Related or derived
words added where 
relevant

Part of speech
indicators for all
definitions

Superb, top-quality 
photographs

Spelling guides
redirect young 
searchers to the 
right page

Alternative forms of
nouns, verbs and
adjectives to help spell-
ing and writing

Friendly example
sentences in
age-appropriate
language

Special emphasis on
scientific, technical
and computer terms

Cross-referencing
from unillustrated
to illustrated words

Masses of picture
labels introduce a
second level of
more specialized
vocabulary

£9.99

JFMAMJJASOND/08
Made with paper from 
a sustainable source

• Over one thousand superb colour illustrations
• Illustrations are surrounded by labels with
  specialized vocabulary
• Text written in friendly, accessible language

• Hints on grammar, spelling and punctuation
• Weights, measures, countries 
  and nationalities
• World English - its history and variety

The perfect dictionary for home and school from age 9 to adult

www.usborne.com




